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Overview

Thailand has established itself as a premier destination for international film and television
production. With its skilled workforce, advanced infrastructure, and excellent value, it is one of the
leading locations in Asia, attracting filmmakers from around the world. The country has been

featured in numerous movies, television series, documentaries, and commercials.

A key factor in Thailand’s success as a global film destination is its efficient, transparent, and
well-structured governmental support system. This system not only meets the needs of
international productions but also upholds Thailand’s reputation, cultural heritage, and the well-
being of its citizens. The support framework includes a streamlined film permit application process,
oversight and training for production service companies, and assistance in coordinating with other
government agencies. The Department of Tourism works continuously with local and international
experts to ensure Thailand remains an accommodating and competitive location for productions of

all sizes and genres.

Since 2017, Thailand has further strengthened its already well-established appeal to international
productions through a well-regarded incentive program. The success of any incentive program is
measured not only by the financial value of the incentives but also by its reliability, transparency,
and efficiency. The incentive measures developed and maintained by Thailand have consistently
met these standards, as demonstrated by the significant number of productions that have
successfully received rebates. Since its introduction, the program has seen steady growth in
applications and payouts, reinforcing its role as a vital factor in the success of Thailand’s production

services industry.

While the COVID-19 pandemic caused significant disruption to international production, it also
provided the Department of Tourism with an opportunity to reassess the evolving needs of the
industry and implement changes to ensure that Thailand continues to meet the needs of global

filmmakers in an ever-changing media landscape.

This guide to the Incentive Measures is designed to clearly and simply explain the process and

regulations, including the latest amendments.

Rest assured that Thailand’s natural beauty, skilled talent, warm hospitality, and the genuine

warmth of its smiles remain as captivating as ever.



1.

2.

Description of Incentive

The Thai Government offers a package of incentives to promote its film and television

production services and attract foreign-based productions to shoot on location in Thailand.

Successful applicants with qualifying projects may receive a rebate between 15% and 30%,

based on eligibility criteria.

Eligibility Criteria

To be eligible for the incentive program, applicants must meet the following criteria:

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

2.6
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3.2

Applicants must obtain a film permit from the Thailand Film Office to film in Thailand
under the Film Act B.E. 2551 (2008). They must also engage a local coordination company.

Unincorporated fixers or coordinators do not qualify.

Applicants must incur a local spend in Thailand exceeding 50 million baht (approximately

$1.4 million USD).
The funds for the local spend must originate from overseas.

This expenditure must be made exclusively within Thailand and directed toward Thai-

registered businesses, services, or individuals.

Non-Thai crew and cast members do not qualify as part of the local spend, except for
foreign individuals who have been domiciled in Thailand and paying Thai taxes for at least

three years.

Eligible local spending is counted from the date the film permit is approved until the

completion of production or, if applicable, post-production in Thailand.

Qualifying Pre-Production, Production, and Post-Production

The production must be foreign-based and have obtained a permit to film in Thailand

from the Thailand Film Office.

All forms of production—including feature films, television series, documentaries, and
music videos—are eligible for the incentive program, except for television commercials,

which do not qualify.



3.3 Both production and post-production expenses are eligible. However, if post-production
costs are included as part of the local spend, they must not exceed 50% of the total
qualifying local spend. In other words, post-production expenses cannot exceed the

amount spent on physical production in Thailand.

4. Eligible Formats

4.1 Physical Production
The following formats are eligible for the incentive program:

e Feature Films

e Series

e Short Films

e Reality Shows

e Music Videos

e Documentaries

e Other qualifying formats

e N.B. Television commercials are not eligible

4.2 Post-Production

e Animation

e Visual Effects (VFX)

e 3D Conversion

e Editing

e Music Composition and Scoring

e Sound Design, Editing, and Mixing
e Voice-Overs

e Subtitling

e Color Correction
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6.

5.1

5.2

53

5.4

6.1

Basis of Expenditure

Costs related to pre-production, production, and post-production that are wholly incurred

by the approved production in Thailand are eligible.

Receipts must be submitted in a clear, legible, and approved format and must be directly
attributable to approved production categories. The committee reserves the right to reject
receipts that contain inadequate information, illegible documentation, or ineligible
expenditures. All financial documents, including receipts must include the title of the
production, which must match the title as named by the production on the approved film

permit.

To expedite the processing of receipts and minimize the risk of rejection, it is strongly
recommended that a production accountant familiarize themselves with government

auditing standards and requirements.

If expenses are subject to VAT, withholding tax, or other tax deductions, receipts must
clearly indicate the correct tax payments, including accurate Tax ID numbers, registered

addresses, and any other required information.

Incentive Calculation

Base Incentives

A production that has been approved by the Committee is eligible for a rebate based

on its total verified local spend in Thailand. The base rebate levels are:

e 15% rebate for productions spending between 50 million and 100 million baht
in Thailand. Eligible for additional incentives, but the total rebate cannot exceed
25%.

e 20% rebate for productions spending between 100 million and 150 million baht
in Thailand. Eligible for additional incentives, but the total rebate cannot exceed
30%.

e 25% rebate for productions spending more than 150 million baht in Thailand.

Eligible for additional incentives, but the total rebate cannot exceed 30%.



6.2 Additional Incentives

6.2.1

Applicants may apply for any combination of the additional incentives if they meet
specific qualifying conditions. Productions may apply for any number or combination
of the following additional incentives, but the total rebate can never exceed the limits

outlined in section 6.1.

Thai Key Personnel Incentive (5%)

An additional 5% reimbursement of qualifying local spend is available to productions

that hire Thai key personnel, including:

e Crew members
e Leading or main supporting actors or actresses

e Other key creative or production roles as defined in section C-2 of Form ICM 1

To qualify, productions must meet a minimum of 50% of the total score (at least 30

points) as detailed in ICM 1 (C-2).

6.2.2 Promotion of Thailand Incentive (5%)

6.2.3

At the discretion of the Incentive Committee, an additional 5% reimbursement is
available to productions that, in the opinion of the Incentive Committee, provide

additional value to Thailand by:

e Promoting Thai tourism

e Showecasing Thailand’s landscapes, culture, or heritage

e Portraying Thai people in a positive manner

e Featuring internationally recognized actors or directors in a way that enhances

Thailand’s global image as a tourism destination
Approval is based on the final released version of the production.

Supporting documents and evidence must be submitted by the filmmakers. This
incentive is calculated separately from the base incentive and is referenced in section

C-3 of Form ICM 1.

Incentive for filming in locations designated as “preferred tourist provinces” (3%)

An additional 3% reimbursement is available to productions that film for at least
25% of their total production days in emerging cities and secondary provinces. A list

of designated locations is available from the Ministry of Tourism and Sports.



The list of designated locations and the production schedule must be submitted to

the Incentive Committee for approval. Upon completion of production in Thailand,

productions must provide verification that the planned locations were used as

originally stated. This incentive is referenced in section C-4 of Form ICM 1.

6.2.4 Post-Production in Thailand Incentive (3%)

An additional 3% reimbursement is available to productions where at least 15% of

local spend is on post-production services in Thailand.

Eligible post-production activities include:

Animation

Visual effects (VFX)

3D conversion

Editing

Music composition and scoring
Sound design, editing, and mixing
Voice-overs

Subtitling

Color correction

6.3 Incentive Limits and Budget Allocation

The maximum total rebate, including base incentives and additional incentives, is 25%

for productions under 100 million baht and 30% for productions over 100 million baht.

Once the final incentive decision is made, no further amendments or applications for

additional incentives can be accepted.

The incentive program operates on an annual budget. All incentives are subject to

availability, and rebates will only be provided while sufficient funds remain in the

budget for the fiscal year.



Summary of Maximum Incentive Percentages

Local Spend (Baht Base Incentive Max Additional Incentives | Total Maximum Rebate
50M - 100M 15% Up to 10% 25%
100M - 150M 20% Up to 10% 30%
150M+ 25% Up to 5% 30%
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8.

Application Process

7.1  Applying for Incentive Measures: Application for Approval — Form ICM 1

7.1.1

7.1.2

7.1.3

Eligibility for Application:
The production may not apply for incentives until it has received a film permit from
the Department of Tourism.

The application for incentives must be submitted within 90 days of receiving the film

permit and before principal photography begins in Thailand.

Applications must be submitted using Form ICM 1, along with all required supporting

documents specified in ICM 1, to the Department of Tourism.

7.2 Review of Application by the Committee Secretariat

7.2.1

71.2.2

If the Committee Secretariat finds that the application is incomplete, illegible, or
missing required supporting documentation, the applicant will be notified and granted

30 days to submit the missing information.

If the application is complete and includes all required documentation, the applicant
will be notified, and the application will be forwarded to the Committee for

consideration.

Committee Evaluation Process

8.1 After notification of completeness (per section 7.2.2), the Committee will review and

determine eligibility within 60 days.

8.2 If the Committee requires further supporting documentation or clarification, it may request

additional information from the applicant.

8.3 The applicant must provide the requested information before the Committee makes its

final decision.

Notification of Eligibility Determination

9.1 Once the Committee has received all necessary information to make a decision, the

Department of Tourism shall notify the applicant of the Committee’s decision within 5

days of the decision.

10



9.2 Once the Committee has finalized the determination of eligibility for both the base and
additional incentives, no further amendments or additional incentive applications will be

accepted.

10. Requirement to Commence Principal Photography

10.1 Principal photography must commence within 120 days of receiving the notification of

approval

10.2 If the producer becomes aware that it will not be possible to start principal photography
within the 120-day period, they must:

e Inform the Committee of the delay and provide justification.

e Request an extension. An extension of 90 days from the original deadline may
be granted at the discretion of the Committee. However, if granted, no further
extensions will be considered.

e If no extension is requested, or if the production has already received an
extension but cannot begin within the extended timeframe, the application will

be canceled, and a new application must be submitted.

11.  Application for Reimbursement - Form ICM 2

11.1 Submission of Reimbursement Application

Once production and post-production (if applicable) in Thailand are completed, the

producer must apply for reimbursement within:

e 120 days for productions with local spend under 1 billion baht.
e 150 days for productions with local spend over 1 billion baht.

Applications must be submitted using Form ICM 2, along with all required supporting
documents. The list of required documents is provided in Form ICM 2, including a full

financial report as required by the Revenue Department.

All required documents must be submitted in both physical form and as electronically

scanned copies.

In situations where actual local production spend exceeds the original budgeted
amount (as per the application form ICM 1), the Committee may increase the available
reimbursement based on actual local production spend, but in no case may the

reimbursement be increased by more than 10%.

11
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13.

14.

15.

Auditing and Verification

Once Form ICM 2 has been submitted with all supporting documents, the Committee

Secretariat will forward them to an appointed accountant for auditins.

The accountant must complete the audit within:

e 90 days for productions with local spend under 1 billion baht.

e 150 days for productions with local spend over 1 billion baht.
Committee Review and Approval of Reimbursement
Upon receipt of the auditor’s report (per section 12), the Committee Secretariat will present

the findings to the Committee for approval of reimbursement within 60 days.

If the production is engaged in any dispute, legal case, or ongoing investigation (civil or

criminal), the Committee reserves the right to delay approval of reimbursement until:

e All legal matters are resolved, or

e The Committee has completed its own investigation.

Minimum Processing and Reimbursement Timeline

There is a minimum one-year ¢ap between the incentive application (ICM 1) and
reimbursement. Applications approved before 31 October of any given year will be eligible

for reimbursement beginning 1 November of the following year.
Payment of Incentive

The payment shall be transferred to the applicant’s foreign bank account as stated in the

application (Form ICM 1).

15.1 Deductions

Payments will be subject to:

e Withholding tax of 1%, in accordance with section 69 bis of the Revenue Code.

e Bank transfer fees, deducted from the reimbursement amount.

The Department of Tourism shall notify the recipient in advance regarding any applicable

transfer fees.

12
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17.

18.

15.2 Disbursement for the Promotion of Thailand Incentive

The 5% additional incentive for Promotion of Thailand will be reimbursed only after
a final released version of the production has been submitted and reviewed by the

Incentive Committee.

The final released version must be submitted within three months of the first screening

date, but no later than three years after filming completion in Thailand.

Withholding of Incentive Payments

In the event of a legal dispute, arbitration procedure, or court orders, the Incentive Committee

reserves the right to withhold the approved incentive payment until the matter is settled or

the Incentive Committee decides, after assessment of the dispute, that it is satisfied to release

the payment.

Other conditions

The Incentive Measures application can be nullified with immediate effect under the following

conditions:

If the production cannot be completed within the time period mentioned in Section
10

If the ICM 2 form and all supporting financial documents are not submitted within the
time period determined in Section 11.

If the production does not follow the script approved by the Film and Video Review
Committee or if the production is determined to have created a negative impact on
the environment or natural resources of Thailand.

If the production does not comply with Thai laws and regulations, as well as ethical

filming practices.

Credit Requirement

As a condition of participation in the Incentive Measures, all qualifying productions must

display the Department of Tourism logo in the production’s on-screen credits and include a

statement confirming that filming took place in Thailand.

13



19.

20.

Authority of the Committee

The Thailand Film Incentive Measures are official policies established by the Thai government
and administered by the Department of Tourism and Sports. The Committee’s decisions are

final and binding in all matters related to the Incentive Measures.

Description of Application Form - ICM 1

Section A: Applicant Information

A-1 Applicant company - details of the foreign production company.

A-2 2 Owner of Company or Company Authorized Person — details of the company owner or

an appointed representative.

A-3 Authorized supervisor in Thailand — the individual with the responsibility of overseeing the
production in Thailand on behalf of the foreign production company. (This might be the same

person as A-2.)
A-4 Copyright holder — details of the copyright owner of the finished film.

A-5 Thailand production services company — details of the local Thai production service
company, including:
® Company registration with the Department of Business Development.

® Documentation showing that the production service company is registered and in good

standing with the Thailand Film Office

® A |etter of Intent designating the production service company as responsible for

handling the incentive application.

Section B: Production Details

B-1 Physical production details — overview of the physical production activities in Thailand.

B-2 Post-production details — overview of post-production work to be carried out in Thailand.
Applicant must attach post-production deal memos, contracts or quotations (with proposed

post-production schedule) as evidence.

14



B-3 Synopsis — a brief synopsis of the production, not exceeding one A4 page.

Section C: Incentive Measures

C-1 Category of incentive claimed - indicate the incentives being applied for, including:
The base incentive (as per 6.1 above)
The additional incentives

C-2 Additional incentive - hiring of key Thai personnel. (as per 6.2.1 above) Applicant must

attach crew deal memos or quotations as evidence.

C-3 Additional incentive — promotion of tourism and positive portrayal of Thailand. (as per
6.2.2 above) Applicant must attach the script sections that represent the promotion of

Thailand in various categories according to the criteria.

C-4 Additional incentive for filming in locations designated as “preferred tourist provinces”

(as per 6.2.3 above)

Section D: Financial Details

D-1 Bank details of the applicant company.
D-2 Special purpose account for production in Thailand.

D-3 Production company’s auditor in Thailand. (This must be a registered auditor having
qualifications from a recognized institution that is recognized by the Incentive Committee.)

Section E: Relevant Questions

Additional compliance-related questions.

Section F: General Terms and Conditions

Standard terms and conditions governing the incentive program.

Section G: Attachments Checklist

A checklist of all required documents.

15
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